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nication issued by the Supreme Command on the 20th
August* and received on the evening of the 21st, which
ran: " A landing of British troops at Boulogne and their
advance from about Lille must be reckoned with,
It is believed that a disembarkation of British troops on
a big scale has not yet taken place/'
A more accurate appreciation of the situation was
arrived at by First Army Headquarters at Louvain,
as the future was to show. The British Army, as we
now know according to the above-mentioned dispatch
of Sir John French, was assembled on the Mons-
Conde Canal, and near Binche on the 21st/22nd August.*
The Commander of the Second Army urged that the
First Army should keep close in to the Second, whereas
it really needed a greater freedom of manoeuvre in order
to carry out its allotted task, which was still primarily
of a strategic nature, and intended to open the way
to tactical successes. The decision of the Second
Army Commander had its influence on the course of
the operations against the British, and for days em-
barrassed the plans of the First Army Commander
and his Chief of the Staff.
At noon on the 21st August a report arrived at
Louvain by wireless that the 2nd, 4th, and 9th Cavalry
Divisions were assembled under General von der Marwitz
near Ath, and were under the orders of the Second
Army Commander. Thus, regrettably, the First Army
was not to have any large body of cavalry at its disposal,
a serious deprivation in view of the need for rapid
operations during the wheeling movement of the
Army.
The Army Order of the 21st, issued from Louvain
* The author antedates the assembly there by a day. There was
only a camhry brigade at Binche.

